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Using Commas
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An appositive is a noun that renames a nearby noun. Nonrestrictive appositives are set off with
commas; restrictive appositives are not. Use commas to enclose clauses not essential to the meaning

Appositives and nonrestrictive clauses

of a sentence. These nonessential clauses are called nonrestrictive. Clauses which are essential are
called restrictive.

Example of a clause set off with commas: My grandfather, who is ninety years old,
walks two miles every day.

Example of a phrase set off with commas: The amusement park has a very thrilling
atmosphere. The food, on the other hand, is very dull.

Example of a word set off with commas: Kevin decided, nonetheless, not to buy the

car.”

Dates Addresses, Titles, and Numbers




Example: He was a happy, young child.

Example: The cabin was next to a peaceful, blue river.




